THE ARTISTRY
BEHIND TWO
OF SPRING'S
BIGGEST MUSICALS
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BEGLIELIN [LEFT) AHD HAAK
ARE BEADY TO TANE A BITE
OUT OF BROADWAY




adaplaticn of Anne Rice's gothie Vampire Chronicles series that
hegins in /th-cenhary New Crleans; the otver i a musical take an
an Adam Sandler movie get firmly in 1oy Mew Jersey, One's source
material is dripping with gay subsest, vet (i counterpart ooubdt be
straighter. And one hes as fls composer 3 flamboyant gay icon an has
Fourth show, while the other has musgic penned by a straight
Broadway necphyte, Mt what Letat and The Wealding Singer have in
coanmmon are the Broadway debuls of twa oul, hot, young oreative
artistr, As you might expect, both of them ase thrilled

“It can be overwhelming,” says Chad Begueling 16, who wiole The
Wedding Simger's byvics 10 Matthew Skian's music and shares libretens
credit with the Rlinds authar, Tim Herliby, =EBvery time Man and 1 stan
o get peally nervous or feel the pressare, we by be sbay foowsed on
making the show as good as we posaibly can.

[ ectar’s mosical directos, zgeyear-old Brad Haak foels the same
ey =1 canit worry about how many millions of dollars are at stake: |
jusit bave b do e best work | can do” With COTNOEeT filton fohn
abgent for miuch of the rehearsal process, Haak's experience has
been far from typical. *1t was an unbelievabic education.” raves
Hazak, whon John has calbed "sex on legs.” “In o sense | ached as
Flanats ears amd eves. I vou want o insolve the @alents of one of the
greatest masical geniuees slive today, you go in koeewing that hie
| always e e,

Both Beguelin and Haak hall from [ingds 70z the water,” quips
Begueling and live in Mew York City. Haak = single; Beguclin has
I parimeTy d for 13 years. “He's a CPA® says |3|':_f|:l:'|l|l of his
benfriend. =18 jreat. He can lgure oul the dp ona bill." Backsmge,
hawewer, you coubd iy Beguelin ks on his own

“The st day we all 221 dowm o mest, | made some referenoe o
Mo Mo, Maagette and everyone siared at me blankly® BEeguelin sy

ing. “1 went "0h, my God, o Hee only gay guy i e roem,

lanag

How did this happen?® Minadity status hasnt stopped his influence,
hewever, =1 definitely enpoyed adding scme gayness e a very straight
show,” he says. “The character of George [the band's Boy Georgoe
wannabe] is really fleshed out in thiz. And wa don's make an izsue of
Geonge being gay. People accept him for wha he is, and thar makes
me hapgy.”

Lesing, oy the ather hand, has bess gay content than v mdght imagine,
*it% ot particitarly prosent i the show,” ssid Haak at the concdusion
af the San Fancism trpout. But moving foowand] that sesuality s one of
U hairges e st i audd ared embrace prome. | thirk I8 poing o sl e

metits i the show that are missing.”
Haew, if onby the folks at Tercan felt the sane way Eddie Shapire
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